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MSc in Risk, Resilience  
and Sustainability 
1 year Full Time or 2 years Part Time
Risk, Resilience and Sustainability are three 
keywords of our time.  A deeper understanding 
of risk, the ways in which it is generated, 
experienced and managed is fundamental 
to addressing many of our pressing societal 
issues. Concepts such as ‘critical infrastructure’ 
underpin government initiatives to prepare, 
and manage for, global challenges such 
climate change, natural disasters, ecological 
uncertainty, and extreme social inequity. 

The concept of sustainability is heavily 
enshrined in the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) , which have been widely taken 
up as a road map for future development 
around the world.  

The key objective of the course is to explore 
how sustainability and resilience work together 
in the safeguarding of ecosystem services, the 
economy, construction, transportation and 
political systems.

Course Content and Structure

90 credits
taught masters

70 credits
Taught modules

20 credits
Dissertation

UCD School of Geography 
Geography as a discipline offers expertise in the environment (e.g. hazards 
such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, cyclones, floods and other 
environmental hazards) and the societal dimensions of risk, resilience and 
sustainability and is well placed to offer an interdisciplinary framework. 
It develops the Schools vision of creating cutting edge research-led 
teaching that works towards ‘shaping the future’ in ways that are 
not only more environmentally sustainable, but also through 
addressing issues of critical importance to ‘future proofing earth’.

Why study at UCD?

Tradition
Established 1854, with 160 
years of teaching & research 
excellence
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Global profile
UCD is ranked in the top 1% of 
higher education institutions 
worldwide

Global community
Over 6,000 international 
students from over 120 countries 
study at UCD

Global careers
Degrees with high employability; 
dedicated careers support; Two-
year stay-back visa for Non-EU 
students 
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Safety
Modern parkland campus with 
24 hour security, minutes from 
Dublin city centre
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Over the course of the Masters, you will complete five core 
modules:  
• Hazards, Risk and Resilience
• Research design (I and II)
• Introduction to GIS
• Dissertation 
• Fieldtrip (chosen from International fieldwork or Urban 

fieldwork)

You will choose four further modules, with choices including: 
• Costal Risks
• Environmental Risk and Behaviour 
• Practical Environmental Assessment
• Population Patterns and Challenges
• Geographies of the Global South
• Physical Geography of Cities
• Urban Rivers 
• Critical Geopolitics

MSc in Risk, Resilience and Sustainability



Contact Us

EU Students International Students
www.ucd.ie/international 
internationaladmissions@ucd.ie

Visas / Funding / Scholarships / Accommodation

www.ucd.ie/geography 
geography@ucd.ie 
+353 1 716 8489

 

Course code: W464 (FT)  / W465 (PT)

Staff Profile
Prof. Jacky Croke
Programme Director

Professor Jacky Croke is a Professor in Physical 
Geography specialising in the management 
of riverine systems and associated natural 
hazards such as floods and droughts. This 
includes the use of long-term records of past 
climate to better understand and predict water 
security under a changing climate. With career 
experiences in Australia, Indonesia, Europe 
and Ireland, she is passionate about tackling 
global environmental challenges through 
quality education, real-world experiences and 
employment opportunities.

Career Opportunities

The MSc in Risk, Resilience and Sustainability offers direct employment prospects in 
environmental protection agencies (e.g EPA), International organisations such as the 
UN, the European Environment Agency and the European Commission, government 
departments and state agencies addressing global challenges, NGOs, Advise industries 
on social and environmental strategies, voluntary sector, government, civil service, as 
well as further academic study. 

Beyond this, understanding Risk, Resilience and Sustainability and the intellectual 
and practical skills developed are designed to enable graduates to understand the world in order to 
change it.  

Related Masters

MSc Applied Geospatial Analysis
MSc Critical Geographies: Power 
and Inequalities
MSc Development and the Global 
South
MSc Environmental Sustainability
MA Geography
MA Geopolitics and the Global 
Economy
MSc Urban Environment

Fees  Fee information at www.ucd.ie/fees

Apply Now Apply online at www.ucd.ie/apply

Entry Requirements
• A primary degree with at least GPA 3.08 (2.1/2H1) or international equivalent in 

Geography or a related discipline. 

• We would encourage applicants from those with at least a GPA 3.08 (2.1/2H1) 
in a cognate area that provides appropriate background to the programme.

• In certain circumstances,  we will consider students who have a GPA 2.48 
(2H2) and some relevant work or other experience. Contact Prof. Jacky 
Croke jacky.croke@ucd.ie  This includes students returning to study 
after a break.

• Applicants whose first language is not English must also 
demonstrate English language proficiency of IELTS 7.0 (no band 
less than 6.5 in each element) or equivalent


